Mizoram

Chair: Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar

M"‘ Chail’ﬂ?anf We are very honoured that we have present here todas
<ome of the prmmpal participants in the events that led to the Mizorar;

Accord of 1986 and all that has happened subsequently in regard to the
1tm Jementation of that Accord. he

Our prime focus of attention is on Rajiv Gandhi and Mizoram during
the period that he was Prime Minister of India from October 1984 ¢ill
November 1989. And we are also interested in seeing the story brought up
from 1989 to 1994 to examine particularly how the last five years have been
.n the light of the Accord that was signed in 1986. Of course, all of you are
more than free to make references to events dating back to 1966 or even
before the events of 1966 or to the insurgency which was brought to an end
by the Accord of l1986.

May I suggest that we begin by asking Mr. Lalkhama who was the Chief
Secretary of Mizoram at the time that the Mizoram Accord was signed and
who continued to be the Chief Secretary through the crucial period of the
implementation, i.e., initial implementation of the Accerd, to take the floor
first. I should clarify that he is, at the moment, no longer a civil servant. He
is a Member of the Legislative Assembly of Mizoram.

Mr. Lalkhama: I make no claim to personal intimacy with Shn Rajiv
Gandhi when he was the Prime Minister; nor to mastery of events in Mizoram
at that time. Nor do I have any intention to dignify myself when I say that
I happened to be Chief Secretary in Mizoram when Shri Rajiv Gandhi was
the Prime Minister of India.

It is my view that a nation should not flatter its hero, but the truth
about such a hero must be told. One thing I would like to say at the outset
is: Shri Rajiv Gandhi was hailed and i{s remembered as a man of
understanding, a maker of peace, as the Prime Minister who brought 20

long years of armed conflict and resultant sufferings to an end in Mizoram.

Mizoram had been outside the Indian cultural influence till the land
was annexed to British India at the close of the nineteenth century. The
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, id stock and their language is Tibet,,. Bup,.
Mizos ars Zimgggl?;gm all the Constitutional Refor Mg A(t”";zn Mi,
x\pn‘u‘a‘,ﬂ\fudéd’aroa". Some special laws like tbn Inner Line p ‘gll,r;(:(!.’ it
:e:t;\xi reaéonable restrict.'ions on entry t(.) M‘lzo’;‘im]‘a nd. Wnery, japt‘(()f.,
there for other British In.dla subjecf;s ogts1de311t. ! et "’Stlle t‘f'”rain, a)nd'””'l
total lack of road and rail communlcgtlgn, also fep M‘IZOra o . the
Through the work of Chrls.tlgn missionaries from, G'Fe at ritag dl
all the Mizos had become Chrlgtlans by' 1940. These Missiony; o r,e( urpr,gt
of their converts a total break w1th ce_artam tradltlonaf! Practiceg 7 . p: O:Ed
of Westernisation and Sanskritisation has been going o, Simy] anem;fﬂ
since we became part of India. sly
At the time when India was to get Independence frop, Britis, rule
had very strong apprehensions that independ.ent India woulg eséabh' ;);
Hindu domination and the religious and cultural Interests of th Mizos Woﬁld
not be safe. There was also 3 fear of exploitation and assimilation, In the
early part of 1947, the Mizo Union Party, and also the g:athenng OfPrOminent
citizens of Aizawl town, separately, and suo moto, passed resolytjops statip
that the question whether or not Mizoram was to remain Part of the [n g,y

ish would leave this

as a political party in
1960, was, in a way, a hangover from the earlier political perception.

The MNF movement had racial and religious ove
aim was secession of Mizoram from the Indian Unjop,
uprising in 1966, Ethnic tribals in North-East India
they would ever get a fair deal from the traditional h
the term “hogt”. In this vast coy

ethnic minority, and often, wonder if ever we shall _
' diversity. I often advise Mizo boys and girls

ost society, if I may use
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All these transformations alarm some of us though in different ways
of us nOw hold a very strong view that without cultural um’Ty’ o ‘ «4‘ ,
alone will not work. This view has religious overtones. To 3o‘rr.\3r:r“;r,( ‘.',’,;
ansformations encourage separatist tendencies out of the rodr f

being submerged. Let us realise, however, that as a nation we have 2ot e
other choice, but to coexist, in the spirit of live and let live. T

Nation building is a continuous process. It is not that people like
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit J awaharlal Nehru had done it, and the future

enerations can rest. Our present-day situation particularly demands that
we reason together, among ethnic groups, among religious groups and among
cultural groups, trying to understand the viewpoints of others.

It is my belief that Shri Rajiv Gandhi, as Prime Minister, knew the
complexity of our nationhood. He was all for technological advance and
modernisation, yet he never lost sight of the traditional value system because
he loved India so dearly, giving the least of us the feeling of brotherhood
with him. He knew the art of healing our deep wounds; not just putting 2
plaster outside, but touching our deeper feelings, winning our hearts.

During three days of July 1986 (e, 10, 11 and 12), he asked me to
interpret into Mizo his speeches to admiring crowds 1n several villages. No,
+ was not merely speeches, it was love and understanding enacted; and as
he was driving along the Aizawl-Lunglei road, the road ceremoniously opened
by his illustrious grandfather in 1953, he appeared to enjoy every bend of it.
He would stop and drink from a stream by the roadside, cupping the palms
of his hands; he would walk freely inside humble huts, eat a banana, ot bite
a pear. He appeared to relish those eatables given by those poor villagers
becagse he knew they were symbols of love and affection, and not of casual
hf’SPltality. And guess what those kind gestures meant to those bewildered
Vl“t”dge folks. Never would Rajiv Gandhi be anywhere beyond the reach of
their hearts, Sweet memories are made of the comradeship of food and drink.

In Shri Rajiv Gandhi there were certain characteristics by which he
;{:uld he known, and certain qualities bestowed upon him which marked
m’:a;)}lt. One' such guality was an understanding mind, born of love and.
. L(}; ;);oodw'lH, vyhlch made him deligbted to stoop down tg lift up the poor
o e thmc tribals from the dunghill, from their t.urmoll, and set .the.m

g princes as equals. Such is the quality which wins hearts; such is the

Some
unity
these T
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| Front (MNT) and the Mizoram Government, on 30,
to the crying demand by the Mizo people, the MNF ,(ll'rm 1984
adiness for a political gettlement within the fra m’:dership
tion. Those officers in the Intelligence Bureay, Av;]nrk of
¢ negotiations, those who worked so hard tov: 0 laid
- its successful conclusion, come back t(,regtea
Negotiations started in 1976, but were called off: they were rest ; rtrzmd'
1980, but called off again. These negotiations were not between twq d in
not carried on by two plenipotentiaries. Some st?:hal
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protagonists; they were not
hureaucrats who played their part had their own honest view that rebe[j;
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should carry no premium.
be different when Shri Rajiv Gandhi became Pr;
me

Things had to
my first personal encounter with him when we wer
e

Minister. I remember
e afternoon of 30 June 1986. His magnanimity

called to his office in th
understanding, quick grasp of issues and courage to take decisions ended
e

the hitherto official and protracted negotiations with the MNF within
an hour of the meeting. And in the same evening of 30 J balf
“Memorandum of Settlement” was signed. And let us never for tlgie’ th-e
was ‘made possible by Chief Minister Lalthanhawla and his Mig;i + at this
sacnﬁced their position of power in the interest of peace and in d fs' ey
the wishes and vision of Shri Rajiv Gandhi that national int slerence o
placed above the interest of a political party. interest should be
o, ey dlause in this Accord had the approval of Shri Rajiv Gandhi o
the vanquished Tt ws notlike the Treaty of Versailles drawn up to humiliate
this settlement bov:f'lns " t}}e nature of give-and-take. Under the terms of
responsibilition. Th partl.es had to fulfil certain duties and certain
and spirit. But'wh:s . giﬁlmltment.s have been fulfilled by the MNF inletter
high court, border (t) de Otl-ler side’s promises? What of an university, a
compensation to thou o de Wlt}} Burma and Bangladesh, payment of
due to grouping of vi lE;-'rln s of v1lla.gers who lost their houses, their crops,
place in the Accord? Whafiesfand military action, which find an important
arms and ammuniéionsagfvithose wbo had come overground, handing over
r:ﬁ;ﬁ:;ﬁfﬁ@ is, Mr 'Cl;airmr;i ,le‘),h\’;ziz;(:e to lead normal life as citizens’
| ition, is leading a life of ver among them, yet not dead due to
8.9 devoid of hope, and a Jif fnere existence, a life so dejected, so degraded,
dmi:c( :Vhich reads: “The Innirél(:igz(g and 80 desperate. And what of this
Why V)v 'b‘e amended or repealed with, egulation, as now in force in Mizoram,
as normal life disrupted ‘.] out consulting the State Government.”
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there a special sosiqinn of the Miznr:nn Legislative /\sw-rnhly on 26 )
All because some Inghly']-(\.spmml)Iu people in the Governmot 1 26 August?
Statements that !;hv Ml'/,nrmn\ Inner 1ine Regulation will pl,,J
ootal disregard of tl?o terms of the settlement. What sign e
our young gen(‘rat‘,unl .(,hrmlg!\ such statements? 7y, ;,h
general, and'the MNI' In particular, the Memor
not achieved in a mll'lllt(‘. It was a serioug businegs o, enter into negotiati
It was a solemn business to sign and affirm an agreement 'fh,, - ':atmm
binds both the parties, however unequal they may he. Fr;rh the l\/’l)i{irf“mn-wm
clause in the settlement has sanctity, has solemnit&, be(;;,”%‘ ”' ;, y every
about by the sweat and the blood of young Mizo men, and ‘W"'n;n.:n rought
Let no one take the matter lightly. We may belong to diffpr;;,;t olit
parties, but let us all join together to rekindle the visjon ethos a/npd; : 'mi}
that Shri Rajiv Gandhi embodied in the Mizoram Accorci S0 that .”;::_:
hasten the prosperity and well-being of the people and check the relcurlrenc::
of the earlier dreadful events.

I have ejxpla%ned t.he peculiar background of the Mizo people in the hope
that their s1tuat19n will be better understood. None of us was born a Mizo: a
Telugu or Bengali as a result of our own choice. But once we become such,
each ethnic group has its respective characteristics and certain angularities.
Let us hope no Hilters arise in this country, seeing other races as if they
were stray branches to be lopped off.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very very much Mr. Lalkhama. I would now
like to ask Dr. C. Silvera (Union Minister of State for Health and Family
Welfare) to please take the floor. Dr. Silvera would be speaking on behalf of
Mr. Lalthanhawla, the Chief Minister of Mizoram, who, unfortunately, at
the last moment, has been prevented by illness from being in our midst.

Dr. C. Silvera: I would like to begin by paying homage to the hallowed
memory of a great leader who gave so much to the nation in so short a
period. Pandit Jawaharlal once said: “There is no magic in the world except
the occasional magic of the human personality and the human mind.” And
in the mid-1980s it was his grandson who appeared on the national political‘
horizon as such a magical personality and a magical mind. To the people of
Mizoram, Rajiv Gandhi was much more than a Prime Minister or a national
leader. He totally identified himself with the tribal people.The Mizos came
closer to the national mainstream through him. Rajivji's most precious an@
lasting gift to Mizoram, for which he would ever be remembered by my
people, was the Peace Accord of 30 June 1986 which brought back peace to‘
the violence-torn State. It was a very bold and imaginativg step WW*“'dz
conflict resolution in the most democratic and human way. His COI.XI[I]IFI.HQIX‘
to peace and national unity was total. 1 wonder if polmcal. hls.t‘L)l._\«W uls
recorded another instance of a national party leader V()'lwlt‘él‘ll{h%lc\;:i ¢ n}i
Bovernance of a State just to ensure return of peace. Rajiv (anc

1Zoram for the cause of peace and national unity.
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The Mizoram Peace Accord prominently brings oyt three f h
principles which formed the cornerstone of Rajiv Gandhig n tl'J n(l;’mur.t;’l
(a) Acceptance of ethnic diversity and the urge of the r».t.hni(fl ) Policy.
assert their politico-cultural identity and, at the same time WT' Norities ¢,
into the fabric of national unity through a participatory pm'(_m':"(lng the
what his slogan “power to the people” really meant. He (i ,,(;tf};(&hr
the political colour of the recipient of such power. Notice how o
he passed on “power” to the people in Mizoram through thfr
(b) Restoration of peace and harmony in the society so esgentia|
and unity at the national level. (This is embodied in the
Accord.) (¢) Safeguarding the interests of the minorities. (This g evident i
Clause 9 of the Accord.) I would not like to go into other deta’ilq op *ﬁn
Accord — implementation of the provisions, etc. The creator of thé Accr'he
was evidently as serious about its signing as in regard tq its f:ldl
implementation. Itis for us, both at the Centre as well as in the State t0 see
all follow-up measures are taken. 3 STEEE

In Rajiv’s India, each State, big or small, and each community, majority
or minority, had a pride of place. He wanted that every constituent unit
particularly the backward tribal States, should develop socially and
economically so that each one could become a proud partner in nation-
building efforts. That urge prompted him to depute two high-level teams
from the Centre to Mizoram, one consisting of senior Ministers and the
other of senior officers, to assess the State’s genuine development needs
and suggest appropriate schemes for sustainable progress. The Mizo people
were moved by this unique sincerity of purpose and intention of Rajiv Gandhi.
The results of such efforts are there for any objective observer to see. The
annual Plan allocations for Mizoram more than doubled from 1986-87 to
1990-91 — from Rs. 58 crores to Rs. 125 crore. Rajiv Gandhi appreciated‘
the fact that backward tribal hill States did need a much higher dose of
investment to enable them to make up the huge backlog. The impact of this
policy has been tremendous. As illustrations, let me give a few statistics.
The number of educational institutions at different levels has gone up from
about 900 in 1987 to nearly 2000 in 1992-93 and the literacy percentﬁgt:
from about 78 to about 83. Power generation went up to more than 23 MW
and the road density from about 10 km to 24 km per 100 km area. The same
measure of development was noticeable in other important sectors too.
Mizoram has today come to a take-off stage. e

Let me backtrack a little. Rajiv Gandhi saw India as a plural sou‘ct:\h
¢thnically, linguistically, and in terms of faith. But he considt‘_l‘t‘d ‘“u.tth
‘lj”:&: Sl}i"as the pation’s strength and not inherently 'll\(‘.()ll.ll)"“lt‘lt:llti‘:\g "

W’(N::d l:t?[.glr.a‘tmr.). I)lux'a!ity was nothing repugnant t{’ 1~n('h:d,bttt\tl\lliCit.\"

\““L',Uage‘ ; :du.?tl(l;.ngal reality. "Ih Fhe extent that pe()ple o't dlﬂt‘; t l: td tos are

Interlinked ']‘h:*(;l?gla().n llv9 within a ge()gl'aplllcal e:ltlty. X %ll yot merget

With the Jay ror l,V(,"g““L.lnLerests at the regional or State leve P- ) ,nothen
BET National interest. Rajiv Gandhi attempted to strens
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anity at the national I(‘vvl‘ ‘t.ln'mlg:h a process of combining tradition with
mod‘(‘l‘ﬂ"t;‘v' His constant efforts were to effectively unite India’s pluralistic
cociety through a policy of participation and accommodation This jg evident
1 his appl'oa"h to the problems of Mizoram as also those of other States In
this context I am rethinded of his speech at Aizawl on 9 July 1986 when he
visited Mizoram soon after the Peace Accord. He said: “The different cultures,
social systems, religions and languages give us strength.... We are one, we
are Indians.” He wanted the Mizo culture to get mingled with, and form
part of, the great Indian culture. This is what he said: “Do not keep your
culture, your language, your songs and your dances only to yourselves.
Preserve these. But allow these to strengthen the national culture.”

Getting back to the statistics, nearly 19 per cent of the total divisible
Plan fund during 1993-94 was allocated to the three District Councils,
although in terms of population these councils account for only 13.5 per
cent of the State’s total population and in terms of area only one-fifth.

Mr. Chairman: May I interrupt you here? For our record, it would be
useful if you could just tell us where these three District Councils are and
the nature of the fact that they are autonomous. If you give us the relevant
data, the others will get a clearer picture, They are not as familiar with
Mizoram as you are.

Dr. C. Silvera: There are three districts in Mizoram — Aizawl district,
Lunglei district and Chhimtuipui district. The Chhimtuipui district is the
southernmost part of Mizoram and there are three District Councils —
Chakma District Council, Lai District Council and Mara District Council.

Mr. C.L. Ruala: May I just make one point? In Manipur, we have District
Councils without autonomy, but the District Councils in Mizoram have
autonomy.

Mr. Chairman: I think it was a very important clarification that needed
to be made for those people not familiar with Mizoram.

Dr. C. Silvera: The aforementioned Plan fund was in addition to the
normal development programmes, the benefit of which has been available
to them as well. A very important step has been taken recently by the
State Government in regard to meeting the aspirations of another micro-
minority — the Hmars. On 27 July 1986 an Accord was signed with the.
Hmar People’s Convention which provided, among other things, for
abjuration of violence by HPC extremists and setting up of a council to ensure
speedy economic development of the Hmar-inhabited areas. Similarly, we
have heen trying to have the Paihtes, another micro-minority of Mizoram,
notified as a Scheduled Tribe of Mizoram.

While on this subject of smaller ethnic minorities, | would like to pose a
question. Is it or is it not desirable to encourage the recently growing urge
on the part of smaller groups to establish individual ethnic idgntitws beyond
a certain point? If taken to the extreme, one may argue, it may unleash
centrifugal forces that might strain the national fabric. It may .also'be argued
that unless the legitimate aspirations of these micro-level minority groups
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Let me get back to my topic. The State leadership has been trying to
break Mizoram’s geographical isolation and to facilitate a two-way flow of
men and ideas so that, with materia] advancement, a bridge of emotional
understanding with the rest of the nation can be built. This was precisely
the wish of Rajiv Gandhi who wanted not only Mizoram’s culture, but also
its economy, to get integrated with the national mainstream.

I would conclude with the call Shri Rajiv Gandhi gave to nation in his
broadcast on 12 November 1984: “Together we will build an India of the
twenty-first century. Together we will transform what needs transformation.
Together we will face challenges and obstacles to progress. Together we will
create an India that is strong, wise and great ....”

Brigadier T. Sailo: During his short span of office as Prime Minister
of India, Shri Rajiv Gandhi displayed dynamism of the highest degree,
unprecedented energy, push and drive, and determination in leading the
country to all-round progress. And coming to my own State, Mizoram, thhm.
a short time after assuming the PM’s office, he brought about the end of
insurgency in Mizoram and concluded the Peace Accord with the M”‘U.
National Front, thereby opening a new opportunity for the development ot
Mlz%‘rra;g)ds, I did not have the fortune of knowmg Raji.v ()}andhl ve.riy
intimately and from close quarters. But soon after signing thls.} eace A;‘:U; L‘.
the PM and his family, accompanied by officials, came to Alzawl..l‘ P‘}'( l
brief meeting with him in the Raj Bhavan. We Jgst talked el}ol{f tlhxlhu ticml
Accord. I said: “You have signed this Accord, it is so beiu,n‘tntul. l. t»‘lb(dl &
have a dream for the rapid development for Mizoram. I'hat struck me.

was so delighted and I replied: “Rapid development on the husi‘s' (l)f;l:;; lflll\’:n
point formula enunciated by your grandfather Pandit Jawahar lal Ne
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ugh lift irrigation, for

3 MW and are importing more then 23 MW,)
(2) All the towns and most of the villages in Mizoram face
problem. In order to solve this problem, water which is available in the
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plantation, cardamom plantation, rubber plantation and the economic
exploitation of such cash crops to benefit the individual growers and the
State as a whole can be fully implemented only if there is a good network
of communication and power supply.
(4) The immense forest wealth of Mizoram can be turned into small, medium
and large industries if there is a good network of communication, and a
reliable and abundant supply of electric power.

In order to achieve the basic needs, two basic infrastructures need to be
built up, namely, communication (road, rail and air) and abundant supply
of power from the rivers of Mizoram, which are plenty.

I will briefly refer to the recent insurgency in Mizoram. It lasted for
about two decades. Needless to mention, development suffered tremendously.
Now that insurgency has come to an end, i.e., in June 1986, the people by
and large realised the futility of insurgency. However, seven years after the
Peace Accord was signed in June 1986, no worthwhile infrastructu}'al
development has taken place. The major hydel power project laupched during
the period 1982-84 under the guidance of the then Prime Minister, ?;he latg
Shrimati Indira Gandhi, and the then Union Power Mini§te1', Shri Ghani
Khan Choudhury, had not been pursued in any meaningful manner. The

National Highway No. 54, designed to run through the State of MI.ZOI‘am‘
from north to south, which ought to have been completed by now, is half
complete. : i

'?‘he projected airport at Lengpui, west of Aizawi, the capn}ial of l\jltlzoz Z‘;;’
needs to be pursued fast. In 1981, a step was taken towards the constru

1 i he then Minister in
of a modern aerodrome. Shri Khurshid Alam Khan, t e e joct upon

. o : in initiating
charge of Civil Aviation, played a leading role in init - olved.
our request. The Survey of India and other agencies were al80 1AYVOSYE
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Proliminary work started. []n“)rﬂ,l'lll.'l'('ly_ from 1984 onwardg thig very
important project was nui‘ pursm-‘(l in real carnest. The present air 0T Viean
involving Dornier aireraft carrying 14 passengers from or the '
airstrip is only a stop-gap arrangement. This aiy service ig at, hegt Amini-ajr
service. Thus. the economics of Mizoram remain the same a4 it wag ten
vears ago in transport infrastructural development, Thus, the dream of p“,,,,-]:v
Gandhi has not been realised. Meanwhile, the numhber of educataqd
unemployed is increasing by hundreds every year. The gap betwean H’)t
rich and the vast majority who are poor is getting wider and wider T}’)p
ground is fertile for a repeat of insurgency, which must be held in check 3{
all costs. But, I know for certain mere rhetoric will not help, unlegg i ic;
backed up by a realisation of the ground reality. N
Lastly, I want to draw your attention to the by-now-almost-forgomsn
guidelines enunciated by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, i.e., what is known ;q
“Nehru's Panchsheel”. Pandit Nehru was acceptéd by all the tribesmen, o.f
North-East India as their genuine well-wisher, because of the enunciation

of this five-point programme. I shall read out these five points one by one. |
request you to listen to them very carefully:

Tlliri;il

(1) People should develop along the lines of their own genius and we should

avoid imposing anything on them. We should try to encourage in every
way their own traditional arts and culture.

(2) Tribal rights in land and forests should be respected.

(3) We should try to train and build up a team of their own people to do the
work of administration and development. Some technical personnel from
outside will, no doubt, be needed, especially in the beginning. But we
should avoid introducing too many outsiders into tribal territory.

(4) We should not overadminister these areas or overwhelm them with a
multiplicity of schemes. We should rather work through, and not in
rivalry to, their own social and cultural institutions.

(5) The last and the most important point is: we should judge results not by
statistics or the amount of money spent, but by the quality of human
character that is evolved.

May I take the liberty of using “national character” for “human character”’
Finally, the spirit of Nehruvian thought on tribal development was re-
' ajiv Gandhi. |
Gnll\I/)e: (zg'ltx)'ﬁ?IJK Barthakur: [ would like to add‘a little bit ofinformaflgn
because Brigadier Sailo referred to the problem of water supply. Mr. R‘djl:
Gandhi was very much alive to this problem aqd he had askeq 1_1‘s }tlo ‘enal:trn.
in those days that Mizoram was given the maximum suppgr‘t i(tn thliadv:lilvas
supply scheme. In fact, the Aizwal water supply schen‘le ;tbel ) “(I)od o
languishing for years, got a boost and now the town has a tau ‘y‘ gnot i
supply. Similarly, at Lunglei too, the water sup'pl.y scheme‘ wask‘ e

off. Then another effort he made was for providing water tanks.
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that 26 per cent subsidy should e given by ()
tanks, and if it was a village stovage tank
attend to this problem

Mr. Chairman: T would now like {4 44
the President.of the MNIY) to intervene

Mr. Zol‘ﬂ“‘“‘““g"‘: \:(Hl might por haps bhe surprised to know that [ was

in MNF underground for 20 years hetwoen 1966 and 1956 When the Peace
Accord was signed in 1986, we [memberg of the MNF| came ')'/(-r‘frr; o
joined the mainstream of life. In some ways we folt like Rip"/’;, r»’ Winkle
returning after 20 years of sleeping. However, piece by piece, we caught q

with life and stand quite firm and honest in our Pegce Py

Mizoram is a small‘and compact area with a very smal] populatior, As
it comprises one ethnic group and has more or Jess the same culture
everybody knows who is who. Whenever Rajiv Gandhi’s name comes ¢, 01 J‘r
ear, it is automatically connected with the Mizoram Peace Accord. It
who turned the dark troubled atmosphere of Mizoram into the light of peace
It was Rajiv Gandhi who made the Mizoram Peace Accord the most successful
ever signed by the Central Government, Therefore, we, the Mizos, are proud
of it and I would like to stress more on this Accord than anything else.

I believe I have seen how difficult it is to make peace. [ was sent by my
late Founder-President, Mr. Laldenga, to pave the way for peace several
times. We started the peace-making process as early as 1971, that is, before
the birth of Bangladesh. I made contact with Indian Government
representatives a number of times. We had secret meetings in Bangkok.
Kabul, Geneva, Rome, Cologne and other diverse places. We could finally
bring open peace talks to Delhi in 1976. Yet, from there on, it still took
another 10 years to conclude the real peace settlement.

Of all the Accords signed by the Government of India, I believe the
Mizoram Accord is the only successful Accord worth mentioning. It was
Mrs. Gandhi who laid the foundation and yet could not have the honour of
concluding it. Rajiv Gandhi enthusiastically finished the task. It is the only
successful legacy of peace left to us by Rajiv Gandhi. We are, therefore, sure
that it is a shining star in the crown of Mr, Gandhi’s political history. Yet the
remaining task of implementation of the Peace Accord lies untouched. This
is the saddest part which we the Mizo people have now inherited.

As the then Vice-President of the MNF, who held the fort in the
underground headquarters, it was my duty to bring out all our boys with
their arms and ammunitions and hand them over at the nearest security
forces’ outpost. To many of our simple boys, a pair of trousers was much
more valuable than a Constitutional safeguard promised in the Accord. You
all can imagine how gigantic the task would be — that is to give a feeli‘ng of
security to those boys for whom rifles had become part of their body tor 20
long years. Yet somehow, we could miraculously convince them and brought
out all our men with arms and ammunitions. Since then, there has not been
an iota of the clause of agreement which we have not fulfilled on our part.

1 Grovernment for ind,; Nndual

should }
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h;l t}- Jbligations in the other States. In Mizoram, we have beer, oy
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eight lnn(g'.:';?‘:;am May I interrupt to say that in the previous 5.,
cess?:r?s that we have had, we have been told by the oth‘?rs how even f'r,r,;;
Eave not been fulfilled. Before Ilet yougo, I have a question to ask In 198¢
vou were not prepared to sign the Accprd until Mr. Laldenga would e Made
the Chief Minister of Mozoram. Then in January 1987, t.her"e Was an electipy,
held in which your party, Ml' Laldenga’s Rarty, won the_ majority and f‘?rmei
the Government entirely in accordance with the Constitution. as the electos
authority. However, your party lost its majority in the House owing -,
defections during the course of next 18 or 24 months. There was, ther== re
another election held in January 1989. Between the time that Mr. Laldeno-
lost his majority, some time in 1988, and the elections of 1983 did M-
Laldenga or you yourself or any other elements in your party contemplate
returning to the underground or had the democratic forces become so strong
that you decided to stay in the democratic process whether you won the
elections or not?

Mr. Zoramthanga: We were really surprised by that 1988 decision of
the Central Government to impose President’s rule in Mizoram At that
time, one-third of our legislators consisted of nine members. They [the other
side] could muster only eight members. So the Speaker opene;i the court
and he was about to decide and three days were still left. And, by that time.
v’\:lkr ‘;"dlk"‘m kf'lOW why, we received a telephone call from the Governer
;i<;w-;.i,u:df1zhét.Pr§SIdent s rule had been imposed in Mizoram. So we took
under Prcsndf?t‘?.n- lwenF hom‘e. Even now I have no idea why 1t was put
it within tlhrw]d: '9 'L;‘l ““he Speaker has made a decision, he was to make
1 the Pears g .. Y5 This was the greatest blow because We were partners

ace Accord We felt ht’(l‘uyvd

mr. ;:hairm“m And now?

r. ©Oramthan : "
Government wil) pe f::u{\)'l(::llnf*st:lllu'\:‘&:x\lp a lingering hope that some sensible
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Mr Chairman: Thank you very very much. May I now ask Mr. R.D.
]’r:ldh““- who was the one bureancrat, who :u}x;):nr(-r,t,l~,/' aucceeded in winning
he confidence of the underground and was instrumental in negotiating the

10 , .
t\ srd of 30 June 1986, to please take the floor?
Accl : .
-adhan: Immediately after the Assam Accord was announced

Mr. R.D. P1

on 15 August 1985, 1 remember, on 19 August, it waa a Monday, the Prime
Minister rang me up and asked: “Can you come over?” ([ was then the Home
Secret ary.) I went to 7, Race Course Road. He was working on some papers
and he was very, very angry. He said: “Mr. Pradhan, I will not accept this; |
cannot agree to this.” I did not know what was in front of him. He handed
me the papers and said: “These are papers on Mizoram and [ have marked
o red what 1 will not accept, and what I have marked in yellow you will
have to renegotiate.” I was never involved in Mizoram, so I did not know
what he was talking about. I collected the papers and, as I had a good rapport
with him, I cooled him down and said: “Let me have a look at what you are
talking about and I will come back and talk to you.” That was my introduction
to the affairs of Mizoram. And I remember it was 19 August 1985. The point
was that Mizoram had had a long history of insurgence, 20-25 years almost,
and talks were going on for 10 years at different places, all around the world
and ultimately they had landed in Delhi. Actually, on 31 October 1984,
Mr. Laldenga was scheduled to meet Mrs. Gandhi. More or less everything
had been worked out by the Prime Minister’s Policy Planning Adv.sor,
Mr. G. Parthasarathy. Unfortunately, Mr. Laldenga could not meet
Mrs. Gandhi [who was assassinated on that very day] and history took
another turn. I do not know now whether Mrs. Gandhi had approved the
draft or not. But when Rajiv Gandhi became the Prime Minister, obviously
something was going on. One of my Joint Secretaries (who used to go to
Mr. Parthasarathy’s office and attend the meetings) and I were partly busy
with Punjab and Assam at that time. The document which was before the
Prime Minister was the one which had been agreed upon between
Mr. Parthasarathy and Mr. Laldenga. And the Prime Minister wanted me
to get rid of certain clauses and to renegotiate certain clauses. I am
mentioning this since this was something quite different because, in the
case of Assam, it was building another bridge, collecting various elements
and trying to put them in place. But here everything had been put in place.
It is not so easy at that stage to get rid of something and put in something
else in its place. But, anyway, he had his own reasons, very good reasons, as
to why he reacted that way. And that was the mandate given to me. I am
telling you how the negotiations were handed over to the Home Secretary
at that stage.

Now, Mr. Laldenga at that time was in Delhi and I had to start
somewhere. So I asked him to come over as also Mr. Zoramthanga. The
latter never came for negotiations. He remained in the jungle; I think he
was the Vice-President of the MNF. But we knew he was one of the most
Important elements who would finally come when the negotiations had to
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negotinlions N’U‘"" cup of tea he came with the Comman e, In (lhu-'fr e
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with the | .athy was not acceptable; we would h,-

/e f{, reat.
S Parthe y ! Shart +
, arthasara ) o . the
Mr G 1 '« Now. Mr. Chairman, you would know it, ig r¢ an eagy
»gotiations. ~ o A3 J a8
negotia e facing an individual who has been known a¢ ,, leader of, Ver
“.hon .\'\\l ¢ ¢ Ty

-  for along period. I won't go int,, detail, /
strong ins?1é‘g{f:;1911;:;;':§;1:twhether gvs should start ogr not. | (,ff‘: ;I(;] i’_‘lt it
was 8*??51’5‘1 Ithe'ﬁ I wanted a message to go out that Mr. (. Parthag;,rl;:r:
“\10‘:0:’ only the Policy Planning Advisor but also he was 5 Cabinet ]é:/::/[
Minister and Mr. Laldenga had come to the office gf a Home Secretary |
had to tell him in my own way that although some kind of Accprd had been
reached with Mr. Parthasarathy, that would not be acceptable ;7 toto. Thers
were certain elements which would have to be looked into again: | 4i4 not
say “renegotiated” but I said there were certain parts which may not he
ac;:eptable, acceptable to whom I did not spell out at that stage. And, a5
expected, Mr. Laldenga reacted very strongly: “Mr. Home Secretary, these
negotiations, as far as I am concerned, are complete. If the Government of
India doesn’t wish to sign this (he did not use the word “Accord”) document
which has been now agreed upon, there is no alternative for me but to go
back to the jungle and you will be responsible for the bloodshed.” He was 3
very powerful personality. I could sense the tension in the room building
up. There were only myself and my Joint Secretary. When he used the word
“bloodshed” I stopped him. I told Mr. Laldenga: “Now I want to tell you, you
are in the room of the Union Home Secretary. I am responsible for not only
law and order but also for making sure that law is observed. And I am
afraid if you are using that kind of language in my room, I will have to
initiate certain actions which under the law, I must take.” For a moment,

the tension in the rogm was palpable. And suddenly he threw up his arms.
He laughed ang said:

' d: “Mr. Home Secretary, I think you are a pretty
straightforward person, I can do business with you. Let us find out what 1s
notagreeable to you.” And that is how negotiations started. Now negotiations
went through varigug phases and they were long-drawn-out. But the fact
Wag we had to start building up again, brick by brick, on many elements, on
‘mportant elements, hecayse my mandate from the Prime Minister was very
clear: “Thoge portions in red are not acceptable to me, those in yellow you

MUust renegotiate |
Urenegotiate, ertain platitudes. Then Christmas came,
wanted to go hack.

” There were ¢

(1986) starteq . me busy with something else. When the month Qf Miz
sldarte ap : N I t()ld the PM “Ify()u want the negotlatlonb
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' I 4aid
{ think, we can do that, we should procead fiyrh o, And thiq ; ,l ;r‘i",l:r': 'I
want to ask a question beeause Tind fw, gentlemen in thia re om whe
very much mvolved i the delay of (e negotintions [ o ANt their confirmatione
\}\ﬁ [Mr. B K. Hrangkhawl| woere there in Tripura and e /‘,W”mw:;'r o
was in the jungles and we had receive Feports to that affect [y, ',‘ h
Jiscussions. 1 could sense that we could find an agreeable anlyior ;,I‘r’,",mh
on a couple of points, Laldenga would not agree. [ knew that and ,"Jr-:r)f
them aside for the last moment. One thing which was cauding 1« ,,m,w',
was that if the MNF cadres were to come out, would they dq aq ':/ith all ﬁ;(,, .
arms or not? '
All kinds of reports were there: they [the MNF cadres] would hide their
arms somewhere; or they would bring in their arms; or they would come
without their arms. Moreover, there was speculation as to what kind of
arms were there. However, there was one particular report, about which I
am asking the Chairman for confirmation because it was a historic occasion.
According to this report, some kind of deal was likely to be struck [between
the MNF and the Tripura National Volunteers (TNV)] for the transfer of
arms. This information, coupled with the fact that the TNV had also started
some operations in early 1986, was causing us concern and undue WOrTY.
Once we learnt that arms were likely to be transferred, we, naturally, slowed
down the negotiations. This was because the whole objective of the
negotiations was to restore real place to Mizoram, which meant that the
MNF cadres gave up their arms and participated in the political process.
The PM was very clear that the peace process must be real, and not just
cosmetic. And real peace would come only if the MNF cadres deposited all
their arms and ammunition. I am not using the word “surrender” because
we avoided it then. Mr. Chairman, you can seek confirmation whether or
not there was a real danger of arms transfer.
Mr. Chairman: Can I interrupt you to depose here? Could you both —
Mr. Hrangkhawl and Mr. Zoramthanga — give an answer which will begin
with either the word “yes” or “no” and then you can add any further words?
Mr. Zoramthanga: Yes, regarding the transfer of arms, Mr. B.K.
Hrangkhawl was in our jungle headquarters. He was my guest for quite a
long time. At that time, the Peace Accord had already been signed, I believe.
Anyhow, it was clear that it was going to be signed. Peace negotiations had
not yet started yet with the TNV. Actually, Mr. Hrangkhawl asked: “Could
you transfer some of your arms to us because in any case you are going to
give it to the Indian authorities?” Then I said: “Look here, we have signed a
Peace Accord, we have to be honest and truthful to it. And, at the same
time, if I give you one rifle, I know during my 20 years of experience that
€ven our most secret dealing with ISI people came to light, even in thg dark‘
night. So it would not be possible to hide it if I give even one piece of
4Mmunition.” On the other hand, it was best to have an agreement with the
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were certain elements which would have to be looked into again-: |
sav “renegotiated” but I said there were certain parts which m’
ac;‘eptable, acceptable to whom I did not spell out at that stage. Ang ..
expected, Mr. Laldenga reacted very strongly: “Mr. Home Secretary, th,ea‘s
negotiations, as far as I am concerned, are complete. If the Governmentsi
India doesn’t wish to sign this (he did not use the word “Accorqg” ) documg 0
which has been now agreed upon, there is no alternative for me but to N
back to the jungle and you will be responsible for the bloodshed ” He wasgo
very powerful personality. I could sense the tension in the room buildjnal
up. There were only myself and my Joint Secretary. When he used the w()rg
“bloodshed” I stopped him. I told Mr. Laldenga: “Now I want to tel] you, you
are in the room of the Union Home Secretary. I am responsible for not only
law and order but also for making sure that law is observed. Ang | am
afraid if you are using that kind of language in my room, I will have to
initiate certain actions which under the law, I must take.” For a moment
the tension in the room was palpable. And suddenly he threw up his armsf
He laughed and said: “Mr. Home Secretary, I think you are a pretty
straightforward person, I can do business with you. Let us find out what is
not agreeable to you.” And that is how negotiations started. Now negotiations
went through various phases and they were long-drawn-out. But the fact
was we had to start building up again, brick by brick, on many elements, on
important elements, because my mandate from the Prime Minister was very
clear: “Those portions in red are not acceptable to me, those in yellow you
must renegotiate.” There were certain platitudes. Then Christmas came,
and Mr. Laldenga wanted to go back.

Then we became busy with something else. When the month of May
(1986) started approaching, I told the PM: “If you want the negotiations to

(“d not
aY not he
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be \\’I'RN“‘d up, there are hardly two months.” He asked: “Whv”? [ said-
“ am retiving at the end of June 1 you want negotiations to he "um ‘l(j;‘,,]
Hhink. we can do 'II“"' we should proceed further.” And this is the ilr’rw-’ |
want to ask a quvsh.nn because I find two gentlemen in this room ?lll');, e
very much involved in the delay of the negotiations. I want their confirmat wl r
\]ni [Mr. B.IK. Hrangkhawl] were there in Tripura and Mr V,I;r;xrn*h':}n!rl'
jungles and we had received reports to that r-.f'f'rr'ﬁ., fmr;rmfr “ir’
djs(‘USSi(‘“S- I could sense that we could find an agreeable solution, ,/,}th,:',)gh'
on a coupl(‘ of pﬂillf& Li\ldﬂllg“ would not agree. [ knew that, ; nd I kept
them aside for the last moment. One thing which was causing us ,;,,r,r.'(,m’
was that ifthe MNF cadres were to come out, would they do so :/;th all r,;rl/(ﬂ r
arms or not?

All kinds of reports were there: they [the MNF cadres| would hide their
Arms somewhere; or they would bring in their arms; or they would come
without their arms. Moreover, there was speculation as to what kind of
arms were there. However, there was one particular report, about which I
m asking the Chairman for confirmation because it was a historic occasion.
According to this report, some kind of deal was likely to be struck [between
the MNF and the Tripura National Volunteers (TNV)] for the transfer of
arms. This information, coupled with the fact that the TNV had also started
some operations in early 1986, was causing us concern and undue WorTy.
Once we learnt that arms were likely to be transferred, we, naturally, slowed
down the negotiations. This was because the whole objective of the
negotiations was to restore real place to Mizoram, which meant that the
MNF cadres gave up their arms and participated in the political process.

The PM was very clear that the peace process must be real, and not just
cosmetic. And real peace would come only if the MNF cadres deposited all
their arms and ammunition. I am not using the word “surrender” because
we avoided it then. Mr. Chairman, you can seek confirmation whether or
not there was a real danger of arms transfer.

Mr. Chairman: Can I interrupt you to depose here? Could you both —
Mr. Hrangkhawl and Mr. Zoramthanga — give an answer which will begin
with either the word “yes” or “no” and then you can add any further words?

Mr. Zoramthanga: Yes, regarding the transfer of arms, Mr. B.K.
Hrangkhawl was in our jungle headquarters. He was my guest for quite a
long time. At that time, the Peace Accord had already been signed, I believe.
Anyhow, it was clear that it was going to be signed. Peace negotiations had
not yet started yet with the TNV. Actually, Mr. Hrangkhawl asked: “Could
you transfer some of your arms to us because in any case you are going to
give it to the Indian authorities?” Then [ said: “Look here, we have signed a
Peace Accord, we have to be honest and truthful to it. And, at the same
time, if I give you one rifle, I know during my 20 years of experience that
even our most secret dealing with ISI people came to light, even in the dark
night. So it would not be possible to hide it if I give even one piece of
ammunition.” On the other hand, it was best to have an agreement with the

was 1n the
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give him even one 11 O hawl please?
- Mr Ch.airmamkh:,;‘]v{ll:l;'t\,ﬁli{nk it VJM at the time of the Mizoram Accord.
v BJ\-. ]';w-‘-‘:gtlmngn has said may be accepted. |

So. what Mr. J$l~adha“' Your point i8 also right that the Mizo Accord wag
Mr. R..D.;l T' 2 q Rig'hri.'y from August, if you notice, Mr. Laldenga had
e lwf‘ M{&: iﬁxpress d he was right in his impression — that,
Cofj‘-‘(:t'\;‘i} Ol?qc?i»een left out, because he had reached an agreement with
i\;: 1‘1‘ ;,; rgt,h;;sarathy and the whole document was there with all the articles,
So when he said that the Accord has been reached and conveyed that
information to you, he was right. But we came t0 know at th? ?r}d of the
vear 1985 and at the beginning of 1986 that there were some activities being
<tarted in Tripura. Even before the formal approach was made, we knew
what was happening in Tripura. .

t a feeling that negotiations were being

Now coming to Mizoram, you g0
We wanted to make sure that all the

dragged on. There was one reason.
arms came out. Secondly, I was personally very keen that the political Accord

would succeed only if we were able to get the MNF cadres overground in a
very proper way without hurting their sentiments in any way because people
who have spent 20-25 years, the best years of their lives, in the jungle, have
fought for a cause.
And looking at the point when a soldier will come out with his weapon:

he should come out and he should not appear to be surrendering. That was
the point. And, therefore, we worked out a complete case. And then we worked
out, whgn he came out, what would happen to him? And many of them were
there with their families. What happens to the women, what happens to the
’ka;:;%l;iﬁl’(v:i}xl:; }Eiﬁens to thg aged people? We worked out the whole tMng.
that political Accordecsoauril: f)lme, w}ei also wanted Mr. Laldenga to apprec1aFe
oo e }"eac ed only after he also agreed to certaim
mjgﬁtr ?} l:r;(:)lzh& beglilnlng of J_llpe 1986 I told the PM that, perhaps, we
handle the voliti f’l“lm’ udea political agreement. But now he would have to
brevmusl); pt;):'(‘tdt'pdrt l.n which Mr. Laldenga was interested. As you know,
Government of I d‘.'lm‘:s an agreement had almost been reached with the
e of M Lz d(*r‘ Jf‘ff ).u" the final agreement could not come about because
smmzhow‘or Lh("u‘&nd(.b- Lv;:jn.dl-u(ms was that he should get into political office
he were in PUV;“” “: L I\AI‘Ii\ILl«\‘Nas the im pression I got. His point was that, if
el e o Ml would feel emboldened enough to come out,
with it. He wanted power ?{ be any unfairness in the Government’s dealing
that the Prime Minister ;'adt made that much clear to me. And I must say
case of Mizoram because. j tl“ t?k‘e pipha iy ti.me to apply this criterion in the
1 the case of Punjab and in the case of Assam, the

Governm

- _ 268 ‘
nnmmmimn 1overnment of India.” So, I did not

jon — an
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Prime Minister had been much nbiciaed o ithin the ¢
. 'y the ONeT - ¢
having sacrificed power By that time i became g rogl | | t” -
\ . ’ | f (O pe 1te oy l'.h ( )
v (3 hi. It wasa ve n for
Mr_le\ Gand IRUAR r|l”u-|lhl,-,,.‘{,,” for three Stat o r,

Nne gryyor

up one after another. And, af that time, varionq other cirey
cmpl‘(‘d up. Later, some other pereonnlitioa had come on
was Strong pressure on the Prime Minigtor that, in the caae of Vi |
chould not give up power At that atage, if you remember | y:('r,fm, ’m
Mizoram. 1 was a guest of the Lieutenant Governor and | had an , Ir ‘:(1
meet several of you at that time during lunch with the (hjof \/y,ml,,""r ]
asked to find out what would be the reaction if the (,'hmf"vr,,,m,., ',,ﬁ,/.:,[
asked not to step down but share power with the MNF? [, , very oblic ”{:
way, | raised this question with the CM, Mr. Lalthanhawla, and | Ff,‘rml,.d
my own impression. I could find one thing that what the Mizos wanted was
peace. They were not interested, at that stage, as to who was in power [ told
the Prime Minister that this was my impression and asked him to handle
his Chief Minister.

Then Mr. Arjun Singh was brought into the picture. He was the Vice-
President of the Congress at that time. And Mr. Lalthanhawla himself wrote
a letter, I remember — he could sense what was happening — offering to
step down or share power in the interest of peace for Mizoram. And, of course.
that made the task easier. I think, the whole Cabinet was invited here.
Mr. Laldenga was also invited. And another political Accord was signed
between the Congress Party and Mr. Laldenga, in which I was involved as a
negotiator. But I was behind the scenes because the Accord was between
the Congress Party and him. But Mr. Arjun Singh and myself were working
out the party Accord — between the MNF and the Congress — in which an
arrangement was made by which Mr. Laldenga and Mr. Lalthanhawla would
have a joint responsibility of advising the Governor and forming the Cabinet.
Now, again, in this negotiation on Mizoram, Rajiv Gandhi adopted the same
technique which I mentioned for Assam: that meant, first, having only one
negotiator, with no one else cutting across the line; secondly, working closely
with the PM and the Home Minister so that confidences were kept; and
thirdly, not putting down much on paper till the agreement itself was
formulated and could be clinched because, sometimes, putting many things
on paper too soon created its own problems. And, in my case, the thing was,
already too many things had been put on paper and, as you know, that
document had been leaked to the press by Mr. Laldenga himself in November
1985. So everybhody knew at the end what had been withdrawn from that.
That was his difficulty. This was, I think, the Congress Party agreement
which was signed on 24 or 25 June. Two days before the Accord was signed,
I had my last meeting with Mr. Laldenga. We had become good friends. We
were talking frankly, and we had established a good rapport. I said: “Now
Mr. Laldenga, unless you want to or are ready to reach an Accord, you might
think about what you wgnt to do because I am retiring.” Surprisingly, he

m 1;’,,,v 1 | “1

Hw Cone 1,‘,' thor
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But on 30 June in the afternoon, around 3 o’cloe

k, h
N ) i ) . ) . .
appointme¢ nt. I thought he had come ¢ say Mme

did not react.
He sought an ap| | | e
[ was retiring. In fact, there was a farewel] PATtY arrange. |.M
He looked at me and asked. “What dq, ‘;(/r: rl(;qugl(.'(l for
In one and a half hours  time, | v

alone
me because
the ministry.
done.

AT anw; ) 991
my se I added: “Mr. Laldenga you may haye fj’l:]i];aLl():/(il:)FYI;}f{,
m;x( Home Secretary and 1 (.l() .nnt know for how many yearq You ;wm::
already spent ten years negotiating; ),l'nn‘ may have to spend 4 nother ce, ’
o vears before you get any /\c(:m:d. S0, ‘hn :ls",k(:d: “What should T
Suadoﬂbl something came to my mind. I said: “If you are intereste in doin

othing I will give you two hours; you make up your mind on the b rE{
(hree matters which are pending. If you tell me yes, the Accord can e :‘igna),;
oven now.” He said: “All right, I am coming back in one hour” ‘

[ asked my ministry to cancel the farewell party. I went to the Py 4, d
told him: “Rajivji, something is coming up.” He said: “Very good ” Suddenly
he remembered and said: “You are going to retire.” I said: “Yes.” He aSked:
“Must you retire today?” I said: “The date of retirement is not determineg
by the civil servant; it is determined by his date of birth.” He asked: “Is that
s0?” He added: “All right. You carry on with what you have to do.” Now
Mr. Laldenga came back to me and said: “Yes, Mr. Pradhan, I agree” |
immediately sat down with him and prepared the document in about an
hour. I had some paragraphs already put together and some work had already
been done. I said: “If this is acceptable to you, I am ready to go to the Primé
Minister.” Can you believe that I went to see the Prime Minister at around
7 p.m. after doing all the homework. He looked at every paragraph and
said: “All right, I want my CCPA [Cabinet Committee for Political Affairs]
to be called immediately.” The CCPA was duly called. The members approved
the document. And as the CCPA approved, I was about to go out. Suddenly
he asked me to stop. He said: “Pradhanji, you have to sign the document.’
I said: “I am not sure whether I am competent to sign because perhaps,
under the civil service rules, I already stand retired. I do not know the
rules; they may say that after office hours, you stand retired.” He said: R
will give you an extension.” I said: “You can’t give me an extension. | stand
retired.” You know what he did? He said: “You ring up the Law Secretary, n
my presence.” I did so. He was fortunately there and I posed the question.
The Law Secretary said: “No, if you have not handed over charge till ngw.
you stand retired at midnight.” Now this conversation with the Prime
Minister took place around 8.30 p.m. He said: “You must go and sign. | want
you to sign now, I want to see you on Doordarshan at 9.30. Mr. Laldenga
went running. I think all his colleagues were there; Mr. Lalthanhawla rv‘f'db‘
there; the whole Cabinet was there. They were invited to my room. lht:
Prime Minister himself rang up somebody and said: “Sen‘d in tl‘u.
Doordarshan team.” Everything was arranged. The Home Minister ‘vfi‘:
expecting something to happen. Such was the interest that the PM took 11

me 1n
“Nothing can be
rvice career.
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N tep ;md. in the ond, he wanted to see real peace. Therefore he made

wery: - v 4 X v | , T ‘

( (hat {he Act ord was signed. At the last moment, | signed the Aceord
n(\ « . ’ A

1” . i . < .
N 0 wak(‘d out of North Block saying goodhye to my sarvice and farewell
and ¢ o

e nnﬁtm' ﬂ'". h:‘n'in;z given me an opportunity to serve the country and
ho Prime Mll\lh‘t("l. ) |

t Mr. Hiphei: First, 1 would like to associate myaelf with
M. Zm.;m\tlmnga s viewpoints. But, at the same time, our economic, cultural
and political plans are so young and tende.zr that we dare not open the door
fally yet. The retention of the Inner Line permit is misconceived and
sometimes misgllderstood. The other day, I met one youngster. He asked
me: “Mizoram 1 m?: hf)use; Why should I get permission to enter my own
house?”” I told hlrr}: Mizoram is not your house. The whole of India is your
house. Mizoram 1S one of thg rooms in a very big house. There in that
particular room a newly married couple is sleeping (that is, this Accord was
signed in 1986 only). So, you please knock on the door of the room before
you enter.” The Inner L}ne permit is like knocking at the door. At thé same
time, we have the Restricted Area permit. This permit is very different from
the Inner Line permit. The Restricted Area permit is issued to foreigners
coming to Mizoram, particularly from Western countries, who are not willing
to stay in India or in any part of the North-Eastern States. So the issue of
Restricted Area permits is quite different. The Inner Line permit is issued
in order to safeguard the separate identities of the minorities. So this is one
point I would like to make.

Now, let us talk about 1988. Elections took place that year and
Mr. Laldenga, who was in the Opposition, won. After 15 months or so, I
don’t exactly remember the period, there was a split in the ruling MNF
party.‘ Nine members of the ruling party left the Government (and the party)
and were trying to set up a coalition Government under the leadership of
Mr. Lalthanhawla as the Chief Minister. We all came down to Delhi and
awaited the formation of such a coalition Government. However, Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi did not allow the formation of a coalition Government. We applied a
lot of pressure. Ultimately, he told us to go back to Mizoram, and we would
reach an Accord, and we may be able to form a Government. So, we hurriedly
flew back to Mizoram. However, when we reached there, President’s rule
had been announced. At that time, we were unhappy. Nevertheless, we
realised that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi did not want us to form a coalition
Government with the aid of defectors.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you for that clarification. We won't attempt to
resolve this problem here. We have Mr. Zoramthanga’s statement on record
and we have your statement on record. Let us leave it to future historians to
decide the truth. For the moment, if there is something else you want to
mention, you are welcome to speak.

Mr. Hiphei: The only point I would like to emphasise is that Mr. Rajiv
Gandhj, though he was a Congress leader, knowing that his own Government
Was in Mizoram, did not allow us to form the coalition Government under
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Mr ],all.hm\hnwln, who is also a leader of the

how democratic he was. -
I have to make one clarification.
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the leadership of .
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o than 28 MW. And Brigadier Sailo said wa |,

son went up to more s o f ) ave
gml]‘er;tll\jl‘w nd we are «importing” 23 MW. It is a fact that oy POwe
only ¢

"And it is also a fact that :

ion went up by more than 23 AL : : T we recejyeq
E-‘Pnerillt“x gml?rozm minihydel and microhydel projects. But we have 9
:iniZ:il 'generation stations from which we get about 20 MW,

Also. we are “/mporting” about 17 MW from the power grid. 3ot} ere g

ontradictory statement. |
no r;lal Cég:irman: Thank you very much indeed. I have one final questjq,

to ask to Dr. Silvera in particular, but anyone else is f.ree.to answer thig
question. In the rest of India, one of the consequences, with implications for
other parts of India, of the elections of January .1989 was that thg Congress
manifesto in Mizoram referred to the State being run on the principles of
the Church. And this was seized upon in other parts of the country for the
argument to be put forward that if the Congress Party believes that the
Church and the State should be mixed up in Mizoram politics then what
can be the objection to mixing religion with politics in the rest of the country?
I would, therefore, like today to bring here on record the origins of that
remark on the Congress election manifesto and the present position in that
regard. Dr. Silvera?

Dr. C. Silvera: In this context, the case went to the High Court and
judgement has come recently that there was no truth in the allegations
made by the Opposition party. As almost 100 per cent population in Mizoram
comprises Christians, the Congress desired that the Government run
:ﬁzoéilggt@ the good teachings of Christianity. That was the idea given @

. Cllla::;s dum.1g the time of elections. | _—
i discussioznfmni Thank you very much. We could have gasﬂy Cont}nuio
65 Gondlisgbone l(1)1”,t think, s?veral hours. And I am increasmgly coming ’
xparisient il l{i we haven t even begun to understand how 1mp0rtan‘t a

€ Rajv Gandhi Foundation has started and, perhaps, as W¢

0 alo : _ .
some nfgt:hWe Wlll have to give ourselves very much more time to g0 into
oI these issues ip greater detail.
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